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"Object Fill and Tool Dimension" menu option
(Alt + D)

This option allows you to fill objects which consist of contours only. These objects can be:

e TrueType fonts
e Bitmap and Vector images

Operation

1. While in the Symmetry main screen, create or open a job containing one or more text lines
containing TrueType Fonts or Bitmap or Vector images.

2. Make sure your cursor is blinking in the text line containing the object (font or image) you want
filled.

3. Select the Object Fill and Tool Dimension option, either by clicking on the shortcut, selecting the
option in the Line menu, or using the [Alt] + [D] keystroke combination.

4. Choose the desired values for Cutter Width, Keep Source Outline, and Join Paths.

Details
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Apply Fill

This prompt allows you to apply an engraving fill to true type fonts and vectorized objects

Enter the cutter width to be applied to the fill

Note: The smaller the cutter width, the longer the job will take to engrave
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Select the fill pattern below to apply
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e Enter the cutter width to be applied to the fill:

o Cutter Width:
You can freely choose the width of your cutter tip. With a finer tip width, more details of
the original image will be kept intact. However, the finer the tip, the longer the machine
will need to execute jobs, especially the larger surfaces. The larger the tip, the more
details will be lost in the engraving process, but the faster the engraving will be executed.

o Keep Source Outline
When first imported the image or TrueType font, the outline only will be visualised. When
keeping this original outline when filling it, you should be aware that the end result, will
be slightly “thicker” or “bigger” than the original, since the cutter width will be added to
the size of the outline.
A simple example to illustrate this: if your original outline is a circle of 1.0 mm diameter
and you apply a cutter of 0.4 mm, when you keep the source outline, the end result will
be a 1.4 mm circle. Hence the Keep Source Outline checkbox is standard set to off.

o Join Paths
With the island fill option, parallel contours are created from the outside inward. In order
to avoid that each of these contours are engraved separately, with the spindle and cutter
moving up after each contour and down when starting the next, the spindle will remain
down moving from one contour to the next, strongly reducing the up-down movements
and in doing so, also reducing the total engraving time.

» Select the fill pattern to apply: At this time, only one fill pattern is available:

o Island fill: The shape that you require to be filled out, is filled with a series of parallel
engraving paths, starting from the outside, each a little smaller than the inside. The
distance between each two paths is determined by the cutter width that was selected. By
selecting the fill pattern, you will close the window and the selected object fill parameters
will be applied.

» Delete will wipe an already existing fill, allowing you to restart and change the fill settings.
e Cancel will have you leave the window without any change being applied.

Notes

e The Object Fill and Tool Dimension cannot be used on CFF fonts, even when they are
outlines.

¢ Once the Fill option has been applied to any object, in order to change the cutter width that you
applied, you need to first Delete the applied fill, then recreate a fill with the desired cutter
width. However, toggling between the Keep Source Outline On and Off will work without
deleting the existing fill first.

Access through...

e the [Alt] + [D] key combination

e the Line fill shortcut in the Main screen
e the Line menu - Object fill and tool dimension menu option
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